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1. SUMMARY: AP REPORT IN REFTEL APPEARS TO BE GARBLED VERSION 
OF IMPLICATION BY PM WHITLAM AT PRESS CONFERENCE MAY 1 THAT 
AUSTRALIA WOULD SEEK TO BRING FRANCE BEFORE ICJ ON NUCLEAR TEST 
ISSUE IF ONGOING TALKS BETWEEN FRENCH AND AUSTRALIAN SCIENTISTS 
ARE UNPRODUCTIVE. GOA ANNOUNCEMENT ON RECOURSE TO ICJ NOT YET 
MADE BUT IS ANTICIPATED IN NEXT WEEK OR TWO. CORE OF EXPECTED 
GOA CASE AGAINST FRANCE LIKELY TO BE THAT TESTS VIOLATE 
AUSTRALIAN SOVEREIGNTY BY POLLUTING AUSTRALIAN ENVIRONMENT AND 
THAT PROCLAMATION OF PROHIBITED AREA IN ZONE OF TESTS INTERFERES 
WITH 1958 GENEVA CONVENTION ON FREEDOM OF THE SEAS. END SUMMARY. 

2. AP REPORT CITED BY DEPT. IN REFTEL APPEARS TO BE GARBLED VERSION 
OF COMMENT MADE BY PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM AT HIS PRESS CONFERENCE 
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MAY 1, DURING WHICH FOLLOWING EXCHANGE TOOK PLACE: 

" ( PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM STATED) THE FRENCH FOREIGN MINISTER 
SAID PERSONALLY- HE GAVE HIS ASSURANCE- THAT THE TESTS WOULD 
NOT TAKE PLACE DURING THE SCIENTIFIC DISCUSSIONS WHICH ARE TO TAKE 
PLACE BETWEEN FRENCH AND AUSTRALIAN SCIENTISTS IN AUSTRALIA NEXT 
MONDAY ( MAY 7) AND THE FOLLOWING FEW DAYS. 

" ( QUESTION) SIR, HOW WILL YOU DECIDE WHETHER THOSE 

TALKS HAVE BROKEN DOWN AND THEREFORE YOU INTEND TO GO TO THE 

INTERNATIONAL COURT? 

" ( PRIME MINISTER) WE’ D COME TO THIS CONCLUSION IN A VERY FEW 
DAYS. I WOULD EXPECT. 

" ( QUESTION) A FEW DAYS? 

" ( PRIME MINISTER) YES." 

3. THERE HAS BEEN NO REPEAT NO ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE GOVERNMENT 
OF AUSTRALIA THAT IT WOULD SEEK TO TAKE FRANCE TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE ON THE ISSUE OF NUCLEAR TESTING. 

THE REFERENCE TO THE VISIT OF FRENCH SCIENTISTS IS TO THE VISIT TO 
AUSTRALIA BY A TEAM OF FRENCH SCIENTISTS COMPOSED OF PROFESSOR 
GAUVET. DR. MECHLI, MR. LAVIE. AND MR. AUSSARD, WHO ARRIVED 

IN SYDNEY ON MAY 6. IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT THE DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN 
FRENCH AND AUSTRALIAN SCIENTISTS WILL LEAD NOWHERE, AND IT IS 
THEREFORE LIKELY THAT THERE WILL BE AN AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT 
ANNOUNCEMENT ON TAKING THE ISSUE TO THE ICJ EITHER THIS WEEK 
OR NEXT WEEK. 

4. AS TO THE SUBSTANCE OF THE AUSTRALIAN CASE. ALL INDICATIONS 
ARE THAT IT IS BEING PREPARED BY A MEMBER OF YOUNGER 
AUSTRALIAN LECTURERS IN INTERNATIONAL LAW AT SYDNEY 
UNIVERSITY AND FLINDERS UNIVERSITY ( ADELAIDE), WITH FINAL 
TOUCHES BEING ADDED BY SENATOR LIONEL MURPHY, THE ATTORNEY 
GENERAL, 

WHO IS EXPECTED TO BE AUSTRALIA' S ADVOCATE AT THE ICJ. DFA IS AWARE 
OF THE PREPARATIONS BUT IS ALSO AWARE THAT VERY LITTLE CAN BE 
EXPECTED FROM THIS COURSE OF ACTION. THE CORE OF THE GOA CASE 
BEFORE THE ICJ IS EXPECTED TO BE THAT BY HOLDING THE NUCLEAR 
TESTS IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC JVEA FRANCE WOULD BE BREAKING INTER- 
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NATIONAL LAW AND INVADING AUSTRALIAN SOVEREIGNTY BY POLLUTING 
THE AUSTRALIAN ENVIRONMENT. THE AUSTRALIANS ARE ALSO LIKELY TO 
STATE THAT. BY PROCLAIMING A PROHIBITED AREA IN THE SOUTH 
PACIFIC DURING THE TESTS AND THEREBY INHIBITING OR HALTING 
TRANS- PACIFIC SEA AND AIR TRAFFIC, FRANCE IS INTERFERING WITH 
THE 1958 GENEVA CONVENTION ON FREEDOM OF THE SEAS. 
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5. COMMENT: DESPITE GENERALLY UNFAVORABLE PROSPECTS FOR A 
CANCELLATION OF THE NUCLEAR TESTS, THE GOA APPEARS 
DETERMINED TO PRESS AHEAD WITH ITS PRESENT EFFORTS. SUBJECT 
IS CERTAIN TO ATTRACT CONSIDERABLE ATTENTION IN THE NEXT FEW 
WEEKS, AND EMBASSY WILL REPORT AS APPROPRIATE. 

RICE 
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